


Based on our previous mappings of the 
plants, in the second workshop we exper-
imented with translating the map onto a 
grid through weaving methods. 

Our mutual learning with Desiree was a 
way to learn about processes of relating, 
which have included a different under-
standing of time, of undoing oneself (and 
its temporality and limitations), of the 
sensual, spatial containment and of the 
thought patterns and forms of intimacy 
arising during manual work. 

Almost a year later, we have turned our 
learning together into this zine. In the 
next pages you encounter images, map-
pings, and drawings of our exploration. It 
also includes an infographic on process-
es of connection, intimacy, and memory 
within learning relationships developed 
by topsoil.
 

 For the second project within our 
long-term research itinerary Experimen-
tal Pedagogies, we collaborated with Qui-
to-Ecuadorian artist, ceramist, gardener 
and teacher Desiree Coral. Over the course 
of three online meetings from March to 
April 2021, the four of us explored what 
it means to us connecting with plants and 
other nonhuman beings.

In her workshop entitled ‘Laboratory to 
learn how to talk (relate) to plants’, Desiree 
gave us tasks to follow until the next meet-
ing. For the first workshop, she asked us to 
choose a plant in our respective surround-
ings, observe it over a week and create a 
map. She proposed to watch the film My 
Octopus Teacher for its specific methods 
of mapping territories and entering non-
human-human relationships. 

LL How to How to 
Talk to PlantsTalk to Plants

       aboratory to Learn        aboratory to Learn 





ansiesansiesPP



bodily arousal

RealisationIntention

RomanticismAnthropomorphism unlearning

2 How does the plant actually look like?

1 Finding a Plant

3 How does it work?

4 Visit / less preconceptions

5 Visit / acceptance

awareness

Grandmother

(memory)

Aversion

association context octopus article

 Points of reference  

love

Pansies

Mother-in-law

(Future)

sensation
mental health centre

irritation

clit

Hilli & Luca

gaze

precon- 
ceptions

being viewed as a woman

grandfather = gardener

nature documentations

Watching ‚octopus, my teacher‘

cautious approach with time 

presence

no preconceptions

contact 
without 
surplus

boredom, impatience

encounter new people

Sylvias stepmother

I need 
time

article

sentimental

rational 
approach

Research on octopus

masked anthropomorphism?





eruvianeruvianPP
LillyLilly







asminasminJJ





oseose
AntsAnts
MushroomMushroom

RR








